Lately, however, we have given a little attention to the matter, most of our experiments being made with a four per cent, solution.
We got started into the investigation in this way: In the summer a bicuspid tooth became very painful from inflammation in the socket. Dr. Sillito applied the cocaine, and extracted it painlessly. True, it was not hard to extract, bat would have been a very severe operation without the medicine.
Further," about a month ago we raised a crop of bastard boils, a cross between boils and abscesses. While passing through the abscess stage of locomotor ataxie, we were in the habit of taking nitrous oxide when a very deep abscess was to be cut into. These small affairs seemed not to justify such a course, and yet they were so excessively painful, and on a surface having a high degree of hyperesthesia, that we lacked the courage to cut into them, "just as they are, without one plea," and so we put about four minims of the four per cent, solution into the hypodermic instrument, placed the point of the needle with the beveled opening lying on the boil, a little to one side of its apex. May it not be that in waiting five, and especially eight minutes, the local effects has been, in great part, lost by the absorption of the medicine into the general circulation. ? Absorption varies in rapidity with the nature of the tissues involved. But, as a general rule, it is more rapid than is usually supposed. Let each reader inject ten to twenty minims of clear water under the skin, where it is reasonably thin, with more than the average quanity of loose cellular tissue beneath it, and watch the process of absorption, and he will receive instruction. The same phenomena will be seen if the injection is made at any point, but tissue, as above described, gives better facilities for observation.
A very intelligent and rather aged physician, who has been a great sufferer from neuralgia in the region of the sacrum, and along the sciatic nerves, writes us that, in his desperation, he had injected ten minims of the four per cent, solution, alternately over the origins of the sciatic nerves, making two injections a day, and that these controlled the pain, and that the relief was noticeable within five minutes after the introduction of the medicine. He had given this treatment but a few trials at the time he wrote to us, but its prompt action, and the uni- 
